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ACCENTREGION
UTTAR PRADESH

~700crEVParkmay
comeup inKanpur
VIRENDRA SINGH RAwAT
Lucknow, 4 July

Uttar Pradesh has planned to develop
an EV Park in Kanpur, flanking the
Dedicated Freight Corridor to leverage
its pan-India position in the sales of
electric vehicles (EV).
TheEVParkproject, encompassing

an investment of ~700 crore, will ma-
terialise under thepublic private part-
nership model.
Spanning 500acres, theprojectwill

be anchoredby theUPState Industrial
Development Authority (UPSIDA) as
part of the Kanpur Metropolitan De-
velopment Vision 2030.
“The ambitious project alignswith

the grand vision of UP chief minister
Yogi Adityanath to establish Kanpur
as a major EV hub in India,” a senior
official said.
The EV Park aims to position Kan-

pur as an EVmanufacturing hub, and
alsoboost the state’s overarching$one
trillion economy goal. “The EV Park
project will create fresh opportunities
for local entrepreneurs, startups and

generate substantial local employ-
ment,” the official remarked.
A dedicated research and devel-

opment (R&D) centre will be a vital
part of the project, driving innova-
tion and facilitating advanced prod-
uct development.
The proposed EV Park will also

strengthen the local supply chain and
promote indigenous manufacturing
under the ‘Make in UP’ and ‘Made in
UP’ ecosystem. The EV Park will be a
symbol of industrial innovation, thus
positioning Kanpur on the global
electric vehicle manufacturing map,
he noted.
Kanpur constitutes among the six

nodes of the UP Defence Industrial
Corridor (UPDIC). The other five
nodes are Lucknow, Agra, Aligarh,
Chitrakoot and Jhansi.
TheEVParkwillcomprisemanufac-

turingunits forelectricmotors,chassis,
steel parts and lithium-ion cells, apart
fromplants for assembling lithium-ion
batteries,chargers,controllersandelec-
troniccomponents.TheEVvaluechain
will also reduce carbonemissions

RAJASTHAN

Traders end
strike as govt
relents on fee
for transaction
ANIL SHARMA
Jaipur, 4 July

A statewide strike by commodity traders in
Rajasthan was called off on Wednesday
night, hours after it began, following talks
withChiefMinisterBhajanLal Sharma.
The protest was triggered by the state

government’s impositionofa 1percentKri-
shakKalyanFeeoncommoditytransactions
starting July 1. The Rajasthan Khadya Pa-
darthVyaparSangh,whichledtheagitation,
demanded that the levybehalved.
Thebreakthroughcameduring ameet-

ing with Chief Minister Sharma on Wed-
nesday night, where he accepted the key
demand and appealed to traders to end
the strike.
“Following theCM’s assurance,wewith-

drewthefour-daystrikecall thesamenight,”
Gupta said.
The strike, which disrupted business

across 247 mandis, impacted around
~10,000croreworthof trade inasingleday,
according to industry estimates. Oper-
ationsat 800oilmills, 1,300dalmills, 1,200
flour mills, and about 50 spice units came
to a standstill.
Normal trading resumed acrossmandis

(commoditymarkets) and processing units
onThursdaymorning.
“We urged the government to reduce

the fee to 0.5 per cent, and the Chief Min-
ister agreed,” saidBabulalGupta,president
of the Sangh.
Traders also pressed for a cut in mandi

cess on agricultural goods brought in from
outsidethestateandanincrease incommis-
sion on coarse grains from the current 1 per
cent to 2.25 per cent. Talks on these de-
mands are still underway,Gupta added.
Originally slated to run from July 2 to

July5, thestrikewasmarkedbywidespread
protests and complete shutdown of trading
activity.Agriculturalgoodsfromotherstates
didnot enterRajasthanduring theday, and
most shops inmandis remained shuttered.
This is not the first time traders have

raised objections to these levies. A similar
week-long strike was staged in March over
the same issues.
While that protest was suspended after

assurances from the agriculture depart-
ment, thelatestmovecameafter thegovern-
ment implemented the new fees without
resolvingpending concerns.

CHHATTISGARH

State unveils draft policy
to boost logistics, exports
R KRISHNA DAS
Raipur, 4 July

The Chhattisgarh government has ap-
provedadraftpolicyaimedatdevelop-
ing the state’s logistics and export
infrastructure.
The Chhattisgarh State Logistics

Policy, 2025, is expected to attract in-
vestment from domestic andmultina-
tional companies in the logistics and
e-commercesectors,agovernmentspo-
kesperson said.
Additionally, the policy is projected

to enhance the state’s warehousing ca-
pacity, and offer cost-effective storage
solutions to industries, businesses and
farmers. It will also promote dry ports
andinlandcontainerdepots,providing
micro, small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) and local producers greater
access to exportmarkets.
Further, the policy focuses on stra-

tegicexpansionofcoldstorageandgen-
eral warehousing capacity, in order to
minimisepost-harvest losses.
The move will particularly benefit

farmers and forest-basedproducers in
resource-rich regions such as Bastar
and Surguj by facilitating better pres-
ervation and marketing of their pro-
duce, including valuable medicinal
plants, non-timber forest produce,
and handicrafts.
The spokesperson added that the

policywillalsoencouragefuel-efficient
transport solutions, promote eco-
friendly packaging practices and inte-
grationof digital tracking systems.
Thesemeasures, he said, are aimed

at reducing the state’s environmental
footprint and promoting sustainable
urbandevelopment.
He further said the policy is ex-

pected to generate thousands of di-
rect and indirect job opportunities.
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ChinausedconflictwithPakas
‘livelab’:DeputyArmyChief
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NewDelhi, 4 July

China used Pakistan to cause
paintoIndiaanditwasprovid-
ing all possible support to its
all-weather ally during the
four-day conflict between In-
dian and Pakistani militaries
in May, Deputy Chief of Army

Staff Lieu-
t e n a n t
Genera l
Rahul R

Singh said onFriday.
In an address at industry

chamber Ficci, the senior offi-
cial said China also used the
India-Pakistan conflict like a
“live lab” available to test vari-
ousweapon systems.
Lt Gen. Singh also high-

lighted China’s ancient mili-
tarystrategyof“36stratagems”
and killing the adversary with
a “borrowed knife” to buttress
thepoint thatBeijingextended
allpossiblesupport toPakistan

toharm India.
India was actually dealing

withthreeadversaries,hesaid,
suggesting that besides Pakis-
tan and China, Turkiye was
also playing a major role in
supplying military hardware
to Islamabad.
The Deputy Chief of Army

Staff, who looks after the In-
dian Army’s capability devel-
opment and sustenance
vertical, said Beijing’s support
to Islamabad was not surpris-
ing as 81 per cent of the mili-
tary hardware of the Pakistani
armed forces are fromChina.
“He (China) would rather

use the neighbour to cause
pain (to India) than getting in-
volvedinamudslingingmatch
on the northern border,” Lt
Gen. Singh said.
“Pakistan was the front
face.WehadChinaproviding
all possible support. And
there was no surprise be-
cause, ifyoulookat thestat-

istics in the last five years, 81
per cent of the military hard-
ware that Pakistan is getting is
all Chinese,” he said.
“We saw numerous drones

comingandlandingintheface
of war, during the war, along
with the individualswhowere
there,” he said.
The Deputy Chief of Army

Staff said the “strategic mess-
aging” by the Indian leader-
ship was unambiguous,
adding that the planning and
selectionof targets inPakistan
and Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK)wasbasedona lot of
data. India launched Oper-
ationSindooronMay7, target-
ing terrorist infrastructure in
territories controlled byPakis-
tan in response to the April 22
Pahalgamterror attack.
The strikes triggered four

days of intense clashes that
ended with an understanding
on stopping the military ac-
tions onMay 10.

(Chinawould rather use the
neighbour to Cause pain to india

than getting involved in a
mudslingingmatChon the

northern border)
Lt General Rahul R. Singh
Deputy Chief of Army Staff

Natural gasmaysoonbecomecheaper
PNGRBclears2national tariff zones, newreserve fund todeveloppipelines
SUBHAYAN CHAKRABORTY
NewDelhi, 4 July

The Petroleum and Natural Gas Regula-
tory Board (PNGRB) has brought down
the number of unified tariff zones in the
country to two, from the earlier three, a
movewhichisexpectedtoincreasetheac-
cessibility of natural gas across the
country, including theunderserved
regions, andmake it more afford-
able for urbanhouseholds.
Aspartof theSecondAmend-

ment to the Natural Gas Pipeline
Tariff Regulations, 2025, released
on Friday, the PNGRB has extended
the benefit of the Unified Zonal Tariff of
Zone1nationwidetoCompressedNatural
Gas (CNG) and Piped Natural Gas (PNG)
domestic segments.
This is expected to make natural gas

more affordable for urban households

and transportnetworks, thereby suppor-
tingbroader cleanenergyadoption.Uni-
fied tariffs were calculated using a
levelised approach, considering factors
like transportation costs and distance.
The levelised unified tariff for 2024-25
was ~80.97 per million British thermal
units (mmBtu).

Gasshippers includingmarketers,
importers, and City Gas Distribu-
tors (CGD) companies, book
pipelinecapacityandpaytrans-
portation tariffs to pipeline op-
erators. In 2023, PNGRB
implemented the Unified Tariff

(UFT)systemtostandardisenatural
gas transportation charges across India’s
expanding national gas grid.Now, the
regulatorhasalsocalledforanewpipeline
development reserve, to be funded with
50per cent of thepost-tax earnings of op-
erators with high pipeline utilisation rate

of 75 per cent. Half of the net-of-tax earn-
ings above this threshold will be rein-
vested in infrastructure development,
while the other half will be returned to
consumers via tariff adjustments. This
createsaperformance-linked,sustainable
model for future growth.
“This is a significant step towards en-

hancing the accessibility of natural gas
across the country, especially to far-flung
and underserved regions.We believe this
reformalignswellwiththevisionofestab-
lishing a single-grid tariff or transitioning
to a simpler and more market-friendly
entry-exit tariff model,” said Rajesh
Kumar Mediratta, Managing Director &
CEOof IndianGasExchange (IGX).
Pipelineoperatorsnowhavetoprocure

at least 75percentof theirannual system-
use gas through long-term contracts that
cover a minimum of three years. This is
expected to stabilise prices.


